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On the morning of Friday, 23 Sha’ban 492 H (15 July 1099 AD), Jerusalem was raped by an estimated 1 million Crusaders who came all the way from Europe to allegedly liberate local Christians from Islamic oppression. Jerusalem was consequently turned into a blood pool. Between 60,000 and 70,000 Muslims and Jews were butchered. This was the ultimate conquest of a trail of blood that extended for thousands of miles. Nine hundred years later, Jerusalem finds itself once again in bondage. The invading crusade this time does not hoist the cross but rather the Star of David. The similarities are striking. 

Both campaigns originated in Europe, both used religion to justify aggression and butchery, and both were in essence motivated by purely mundane (secular) rather than religious considerations. In both cases, too, it was the weakness and disunity of the Muslims that contributed to the success of the invaders. Reading through Ibn Kathir’s Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah, one is struck by the resemblance of the Muslim condition 900 years ago to the modern-day situation. Since the beginning of the 12th volume of his historic encyclopaedia, Ibn Kathir reiterates with every annual event profile the phrase ‘inna lillahi wa-inna ilayhi raji'un’ (to God we belong and to Him is our return), a phrase which Muslims utter when afflicted with severe calamity such as death or great loss. 

Muslim land was divided among feuding sultans who quarreled not only with each other but even with close relatives or associates over power and wealth. To secure dominance over other competitors, a Muslim sultan would collaborate with the invading Crusaders by divulging sensitive information to them and helping them devour more Muslim towns and villages. When the news of the fall of Jerusalem reached Baghdad, the nominal capital of the Caliphate, people wept, rushed to the mosques for prayer and urged mobilization. As crowds gathered just outside Baghdad in preparation for a march toward the Holy City, news came that the Crusaders totaled a million warriors and that up to 70,000 of the city’s inhabitants had been massacred. The prospects seemed too gloomy and in the absence of a political will to rush to the aid of vanquished Jerusalem, the crowds dispersed and the governors continued their indulgence and bickering. 

Describing the situation of the Muslims when Jerusalem was invaded in 1099, an Arab poet known as Abul-Muzaffar Al-Abyurdi lamented that tears instead of spears spoke in response. From his perspective, the fall of Jerusalem reflected the collapse of religious values and the absence of faith from the hearts of Muslims. Fear of the enemy, which made Muslims opt for inaction, was indicative of the erosion of taqwa (fearing the Almighty). According to him, it was obsession with living and anxiousness to avoid death that brought humiliation and dishonour to the world of Islam. In conclusion, he regrets that as a result of such degradation, the Muslims of the time had the willingness to neither support faith nor protect honour. The Muslims took several decades before they woke up from their slumber. 

After 88 years, a Kurdish Muslim leader, who emerged out of Egypt and united the community under his command, marched toward Ash-Sham and liberated the Holy City. The city embraced its Muslim liberators who entered its gates peacefully on Friday, 27 Rajab 583 H (2 October 1187). Salah-ud-Din al-Ayyubi, who became a legend, did indeed lead the Ummah in its rise out of the dark tunnel. But he did not emerge out of the blues; he was the culmination of an awakening, of a revival movement, that took three quarters of a century to prevail. In some ways, the 12th century awakening resembles today’s Islamic awakening. In some other ways, the liberation of Jerusalem after 88 years of European occupation promises an imminent end to modern-day Zionist occupation of the first Qiblah. In less than 40 years from now, this vision may just prove to be true.
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