
Causes of deterioration of the Muslim World

There are many factors contributing to the backwardness of Muslim World compared to the West in general. These factors can be summarized in the following two points:

1. Abandoning the guidance of The Creator, Allah, and His Messenger, Muhammad (PBUH)
The Creator of the universe, Allah, remains avowedly committed that the kingdom and His vicegerency on earth are only meant for the true Muslims.

This is clear from the following verse:

"Allah has promised to those from amongst you who believe and do righteous deeds that He would surely make them His vicegerents on earth." [Quran 24:55]
The Divine assertion clearly indicates that the way to regain honour, grandeur, exaltation, glory and virtues by Muslims, lies only in their being strictly faithful. If their relationship with Allah (SWT) and the Holy Prophet (PBUH) is strong and firm, they are destined to be masters of each and every things on this Earth. But if, on from the following verse:

“Because Allah will never change the grace which He hath bestowed on a people until they change what is in their (own) souls: and verily Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth (all things).. . ." [Quran 8:53]

The first Muslims had, previously, attained high position in life because of the purity and strength of their faith and the excellence of their character. Conversely, the deplorable condition of the present-day Muslims is the result of weakness in their faith and character, the opposite of what their forefathers possessed. Therefore, it will be right to say that today we are Muslims in name only! In this connection, the true Messenger of Allah, Prophet Mohammad, (PBUH), had prophesied:

"An era will come in the near future when Islam will exist merely in name and Quran will exist merely in phrase." [Mishkat]

This is clearly applicable to the Muslims of the present time. 

2. Deactivating the individual intellectual effort (Ijtihad) and the rule of “blind imitation”
Today we live in a highly complex and technologically advanced world as a result Muslims are facing very complex problems- to give some examples such as genetic engineering, permissibility eating of genetically altered cattle or vegetables /fruits, gene therapy, in vitro fertilization, organ transplants, space travel(in the near future), etc., Problems of this nature can only be solved by reviving the right of individual intellectual effort within the frame of the original sources of Islam, i.e. Th. Divine Revelation and life of the prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 

“Say: "Travel through the earth and see how God did originate creation; so will God produce a later creation: for God has power over all things.” [Quran 29:20]

Wherever they went, early Muslims stablished Civilization built on the quranic values, exemplified in the pillars of Islam. For instance, Muslims have developed the Astrolabe, an astronomical instrument, used throughout the Muslim World, chiefly as an aid to navigation and as a way of finding the Qibla, the direction of Mecca for their five time prayers.

Ijtihad was once an important force in the articulation and interpretation of The Divine Law. With time and for many reasons, “Ijtihad” faltered and was replaced by the doctrine of “Taqlid” or blind imitation, which not only discouraged individual interpretation but also prohibited it. Prohibition of Ijtihad has violated the original spirit and intention of Islam. 

Muslims all over the world are fond of saying that Islam is applicable to all places and in all times. How can this be achieved without Ijtehad?

Conclusion

Ironically, while the renunciation of Faith drove the Muslims away from civilization and technological advancement, we observe that the West in general have developed and prospered once they separated the Christian Faith from The State.  

The medieval Europe was dominated and lead by the Church, who suppressed scientific intents to investigate and study the reality of the Universe and its beginning. A study whose outcome would contradict to its teachings and the teaching of the Bible (case of Copernicus who  has been caused of heresy for concluding that the Earth is not the centre of the universe and it’s orbiting around the Sun). As a result, The Christian Europe mired in the dark ages, while Muslim World, even up to the end of the thirteenth century, was the sole possessor of honour, dignity, power and grandeur.

For more info on the Medival History of Islam and Christianity we suggest you to read “Story of Civilization” by William Durante, volume IV, Age of Faith. P439-443


