As modern medicine is so advance, people suffering from critical illnesses or terminal diseases can still breathe using respiratory aids.  Is it acceptable under Islamic belief that family members ask and the doctors comply with not giving further artificial aids to sustain the lives of patients?
 
A person who may appear to us as suffering from critical illness, could be at the same time enjoying much blessings and forgiveness from sins that we are not aware of. 

The Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: "No misfortune or disease befalls a Muslim, no worry or grief or harm or distress - not even a thorn that pricks him - but Allaah will expiate for some of his sins because of that" Al Bukhari
 
So for that reason, it is acceptable for the ill person to breathe through respiratory aids in which we expect Allah to forgive some of his sins, however the family members or even the doctors themselves have no right to end the life of a human being even with the intention of what is now called 'Mercy killing'.

Generally, It is one of Allah's blessings that we don't know 'when' life stops. Imagine if we are aware of the exact timing of our death, how fearful are we going to be? So the Muslims instead of thinking about the timing in which human life stops, they focus more on the preparation for this moment. They struggle hard to follow the commands of Allah to the best of their ability, so when the appointed time comes they would be meeting their Lord with pure hearts. Allah says in the Qur'an: "The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will avail, but only he (will prosper) that brings to Allah a sound heart" Qur'an 26:88-89
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